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A Living 
Heritage. A 
Thriving Future

The Akwete Heritage Precinct 
is conceived as a living 
cultural landscape where 
heritage conservation, 
community enterprise and 
economic opportunity coexist. 

The masterplan preserves 
the traditional women-led 
weaving settlement while 
introducing carefully 
integrated shared 
infrastructure for research, 
certification, training, tourism 
and commerce. 

Organised around the 
Weaver's Commons, the 
precinct strengthens the 
Women's Guild, enhances 
visitor experiences and 
establishes Akwete as a 
globally recognised centre for 
authentic textile heritage.
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Celebrating 
History. 
Interpreting 
Identity.
The Heritage Centre 
serves as the cultural 
gateway to the precinct, 
presenting the history, 
craftsmanship and global 
significance of Akwete 
weaving through immersive 
exhibitions, oral histories, 
digital archives and 
educational programmes. 

Designed as both a 
museum and a living 
learning environment, it 
introduces visitors to the 
traditions, values and 
women whose knowledge 
has sustained this 
extraordinary craft for 
generations.



Where Heritage 
Lives Every 
Day

The Family Weaving 
Compound demonstrates 
how traditional domestic 
production can remain the 
foundation of the Akwete 
weaving ecosystem. 

Designed around shaded 
courtyards and generous 
verandas, each compound 
integrates family life, 
weaving, dyeing, finishing 
and apprenticeship within a 
single environment.

 Rather than replacing 
traditional production, the 
prototype enhances comfort, 
productivity and resilience 
while preserving the intimate 
social structure through 
which knowledge has been 
transmitted for generations.



From Arrival to Understanding

From Arrival to 
Understanding

The visitor journey is carefully
choreographed to encourage
learning, participation and 
appreciation.

Beginning at the Heritage
Centre and continuing
through the Heritage Plaza,
live weaving demonstrations,
the Weaver's Commons and
the Certified Boutique, each
stage deepens understanding
of the craft while creating
meaningful economic
opportunities for the 
Women's Guild.

The experience concludes
with opportunities to engage
directly with artisans and
purchase authenticated 
Akwete textiles.



The Living Heritage Behind Every Thread

The
Living 
Heritage 
Behind
Every 
Thread
At the heart of the Akwete
Heritage Precinct are the
women whose knowledge,
creativity and leadership have
sustained one of Africa's most 
remarkable textile traditions.

This board celebrates the
Women's Guild as custodians
of a living cultural heritage,
illustrating the intergenerational
transmission of skills, the
discipline of craftsmanship and
the enduring role of women in
shaping community identity and 
economic resilience.

The precinct exists not simply
to preserve buildings or
artefacts, but to strengthen the
women whose hands continue
to weave Akwete's story into 
the future.



The Shared Heart of a Living Heritage

The Shared 
Heart of a Living
Heritage

At the centre of the Akwete Heritage 
District stands the Weaver's Commons—
a shared institution created by and for the 
Akwete Women's Guild.

Organised around a shaded tropical 
courtyard, it brings together the essential 
services that strengthen every weaving 
family, including the Yarn Bank, 
Certification Laboratory, Documentation 
Studio, Apprentice Hall, Cooperative 
Offices and Dispatch Centre.

Rather than replacing the traditional 
family compounds where weaving 
continues to take place, the Commons 
provides the collective infrastructure that 
enables artisans to improve quality, 
preserve knowledge, develop new skills 
and compete confidently in national and 
international markets.

It is where heritage is transformed into 
opportunity through cooperation, 
innovation and shared stewardship.



Honouring the Custodians of Knowledge

Honouring the 
Custodians of 
Knowledge

The Master Weaver's House is
the ceremonial and intellectual
heart of the Akwete Heritage 
Precinct.

Dedicated to the most
distinguished women weavers
of Akwete, it honours the
custodians whose mastery,
creativity and leadership have
preserved one of Africa's oldest 
living textile traditions.

More than an exhibition space,
the House is a place of
demonstration, dialogue and
mentorship, where living
knowledge is celebrated,
documented and passed from
one generation to the next.

Here, tradition is not merely
remembered—it continues to
evolve through the women who 
embody it.
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