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A Living
Heritage. A
Thriving Future

The Akwete Heritage Precinct
is conceived as a living
cultural landscape where
heritage conservation,
community enterprise and
economic opportunity coexist.

The masterplan preserves
the traditional women-led
weaving settlement while
introducing carefully
integrated shared
infrastructure for research,
certification, training, tourism
and commerce.

Organised around the
Weaver's Commons, the
recinct strengthens the
Vomen's Guild, enhances
visitor experiences and
establishes Akwete as a
globally recognised centre for
authentic textile heritage.
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MASTERPLAN

VISION

Akwete Heritage Precinet is a women-led
cultural and economic hub that preserves
the legacy of Akwete weaving while croating
sustainable Ivelihoods. driving tourism and
positioning Alwete as a globafly recognised
heritage brand

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

WOMEN:-LED & COMMUNITY CENTRIC

Oosigned and gavernad by the
Alwoter Womar Weavers Gubed

HERITAGE PRESERVATION.
Protocting lisditional knowledge,
maiiés, and weaing technitues.

SUSTAINABLE & RESILIENT
Climate-responsive design with local
matesials, pagsive coofing and
renewable enargy.

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
Infratiaratore that strengthans the
value chain from yarn 1o global market

ACCESSIBLE & CONNECTED
Walcoming vishors, antisans, ressarchers
and leamers 1o experience Alwete
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Located in Alewete Town, Ukea East LGA, Abia State.
The pracinet is well connactod to Abs, Umushia snd
the proposed Obeaku Seaport. ancharing Akwete in
Abia's heritoge, Tourism and trade comidor.

DESIGN LANGUAGE
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SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES

Matural ventiation
thecugh courtyards

8nd Figh roofs.

Deep averhangs
TIT] and verandans
" foc shade.

Rairnwati harvesting
for landscape and

process use.

MATERIAL PALETTE
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WATER FEATURES & LATERITE CLAY BRICK TIMBER BAMBOD THATCH METAL ROCF
MICROCLIMATE STONE (SOLAR READY)

b

AKWETE-INSPIRED
LATTICE SCREENS

OUR FUTURE.

SHADED WALKWAYS
& PERGOLAS

INWARD-LODKING
COURTYARDS

INDIGENOUS
LANDSCAPING

MOVEMENT & ACCESS DIAGRAM
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OUR HANDS. OUR HERITAGE.

ZONE / FACRITY AREA (')
ilior Frecinct (Ratad, Caté, Placa, Parking) 8500
Tha Weaver's Comenans (Shared Functians) 6200
Heritage Cantre 1.200
Famly Waaning Compounds {18 compounds) 12500
Apprentice & Loarming Areas. 2000
Service B Logiaice 2100
Lanchicape, Trais 8 Open Spaces 18,000

50,500 m? (= 5.05 Ha)

7| Local materisk:
Iaferite store,
timber bambeo,

clay and thaich,

Indigenous planting
for cooling. biodiveruey
and cultural identiy.

Solar emargy for
faciitins and ighting



A Living
Heritage. A
Thriving Future

The Akwete Heritage Precinct
is conceived as a living
cultural landscape where
heritage conservation,
community enterprise and
economic opportunity coexist.

The masterplan preserves
the traditional women-led
weaving settlement while
introducing carefully
integrated shared
infrastructure for research,
certification, training, tourism
and commerce.

Organised around the
Weaver's Commons, the
recinct strengthens the
Vomen's Guild, enhances
visitor experiences and
establishes Akwete as a
globally recognised centre for
authentic textile heritage.

ABIA STATE

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

LEGEND

@ ARRIVAL PLAZA & ENTRANCE GATEWAY
o VISITOR CENTRE & TICKET
6 HERITAGE PLAZA & WOMEN WEAVERS MONUMENT
@) THE WEAVER'S COMMONS [CENTRAL COURTYARD)
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@ DOCUMENTATION STUDIO
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PRODUCTION THE WEAVER'S COMMONS
VILLAGE [Shared Functions)
(Private / Artisanal)

PRECINCT ZONING

VISITOR PRECINCT (Public Interface)

| THE WEAVER'S COMMONS (Shered Functions)
HERITAGE & CULTURAL PACILITIES
PRODUCTION VILLAGE (Weaving Compounds)

| SERVICE & LOGISTICS

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACES
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SITE STATISTICS (APPROX.)

ZONE [ FACILITY AREA (mi)
Visltor Precinct (Plaza, Centre, Retal. Café) 8800

The Weaver's Commons (Shared Facliities) 4200
Heritage Centre 1,900

Live Weaving Pavilion 900
Production Village (Compounds) 20,000
Service & Logistics 3200
Parking Areas 5,500
Landscape, Paths & Open Spaces 25,500
TOTAL SITE AREA (APPROX.) 71,900 m’ (7.19 ha)

25 50 75 100m

CIRCULATION HIERARCHY KEY PLAN (NOT TO SCALE)

...... VISITOR EXPERIENCE (PUBLIC)
% Arfival - Plaza - Heritage Centre ~ Commons - Retail - Café
&

= 9 ARTISAN & GUILD MOVEMENT (SEMI-PRIVATE)
84 Access 1o Commans & Production Village

——— @ SERVICE & LOGISTICS (BACK OF HOUSE)

e i Deliveries, waste, maintenance & staff

PLAZA PRECINCT
(Public Heart) (Public Interiace)

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS
Coverad walkways & gardan paths

AKWETE - ABIA’S HERITAGE. NIGERIA'S PRIDE. THE WORLD'S OPPORTUNITY. W&l HERITAGE f"b WOMEN | off WEALTH (:‘}‘; WORLD




Celebrating
-istory.
nterpreting
dentity.

The Heritage Centre
serves as the cultural
gateway to the precinct,
presenting the history,
craftsmanship and global
significance of Akwete
weaving through immersive
exhibitions, oral histories,
digital archives and
educational programmes.

Designed as both a
museum and a living
learning environment, it
introduces visitors to the
traditions, values and
women whose knowledge
has sustained this
extraordinary craft for
generations.

PRESERVE OUR STORY. INSPIRE THE FUTURE.

ABOUT

The Heritage Centre is the gateway to the
living legacy of Akwete weaving. It houses
axhibitions, archives, oral histories and
research spaces that celebrate the skill,

i d

an
Aowete Women Weavers Guild

KEY FUNCTIONS

@ Reception & Orientation

@ Akwete History Gallry

© Textile Archive & Collection
© Digital Archive & Research
© Oral History Listening Room
O Temporary Exhibition Gallery
@ Curator's Office
€ Cobections Storage
© Service Court

LOCATION IN PRECINCT

AKWETE HERITAGE PRECINCT

HERITAGE CENTRE

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC

METAL ROOF
ONSULATED)

i

STRUCTURE

LATTICE
SCACEM RRNELS
(AXWETE MOTIFS)

VEAANDAHS &
COURTIARES

BUILDING DATA

Grass Floor Area 650 mt

Featprint 650

Werandahs & Courtyards: 250 m*

Total Area (Approx): 90D

SUSTAINABLE FEATURES

‘r"a‘\r Courtyard design for
Bf natural ventilation
and daylight

Rainwater harvesting
from rood into

underground tanks

MATERIAL PALETTE

ATEMTESIONE  CLATBRIOC  ThAMER

BAOD  THOIDH TEXTIAE  METAL ROF

DESIGN LANGUAGE

>
The Heritage Centre expresses Akwete identity through z INWARD-LOOKING
craftsmanship, proport teriality—creating CouRTYARDS
=~

spaces that are welcoming, timeless and distinctly ours,
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Where Heri tag e . FAMILY WEAVING COMPOUND PROTOTYPE

WHERE HERITAGE LIVES Ridge Level
n BBen
FLOOR PLAN (Scale 1:100) -8
I Ve S Ve r The Family Weaving Compound is the heart of i an = [

‘ Akwate's living tradition=where families live, " Eavve Lived
work and crepte tagether, Designed around 13m
shaded courtyards and open verandas, the

D a y compound supports the complete weaving ‘inished Floor
shing, - 045m
e e KITCHEN mw::\:enum FAMILY COURTYARD FINISHING AREA
KEY SPACES
@ Entry Veranda / Welcome Area
© Famity Courtyard " : sl o Bidge Level
© Loam Hall [Weaving Veranda)
e a m i eavi n EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC 8Bm
y @ Natural Dye Courtyard 22.0m
Compound demonstrates © Fosiea oy s K k. [
PR . © Kichen + 1 3.2m
how traditional domestic © oo Proes :
H H © Bedroom 2 .
roduction can remain the i =

oundation of the Akwete © s e Sy T e ST

@ Guest Room

weaving ecosystem. ® i

® Compost & Waste Area
@ Rain Garden

MATERIAL PALETTE

0000500

LATERITE STOME  CLAY BRICK TIMBER: BAMI THATCHTEXTURE  METAL ROCF WOVEN SCREEN
(CEILING)

Designed around shaded e =
courtyards and generous R
verandas, each compound :

integrates family life,

weaving, dyeing, finishing

and apprenticeship within a |
single environment.

Rather than replacing "
traditional production, the

bio-owoles Parmeable Surface 65%

social structure through
which knowledge has been |
transmitted for generations.

prototype enhances comfort, e — g S e L, e ‘
productivity and resilience i | S e .22 a | |
while preserving the intimate . | = e *r@ﬁ}ﬂ

Permasbia ecijes lesigned to grow iy
for ventiation @ it adapt to chenging Dyeing with Finishing & drying Evening:
natural colours in the sun Farnity & story




From Arrival to
Understanding

The visitor journey is carefully
choreographed to encourage

learning, participation and
appreciation.

Beginning at the Heritage
Centre and cont_lnum%
through the Heritage Plaza,
live weaving demonstrations,
the Weaver's Commons and
the Certified Boutique, each
staﬂe deepens understanding
of the craft while creating
meaningful economic

opportunities for the
Women's Guild.

The experience concludes
with opportunities to engage
directly with artisans and

purchase authenticated
Akwete textiles.

1 1 AKWETE HERITAGE PRECINCT

VISITOR EXPERIENCE & CULTURAL JOURNEY 0 e | 503 monee | ) owenonc

EXPERIENCE THE STORY OF AKWETE.

@ SUPPORT c::) BELONG

The visiter journey is designed as an immersive experience that connects people
to the history, the craft amd the women of Akwete, Each stop reveals a layer of
our heritage — from the roots of our traditions to the hands that weave the future.

THE JOURNEY po----o--- et P smmmama
@ srra e 3] 4] (5] (6] 7] L2 (o] 0] @D

Gate of WELGOME GENTRE HERITAGE GENTRE MONUMENT TO THE LIVE WEAVING DOCUMENTATION WEAVER'S COMMONS CERTIFIED AKWETE CAFE & VILLAGE WALK DEPARTURE

Welcome & ORIENTATION (MUSELIM) WOMEN WEAVERS DEMQNSTRATION sTUDIO (SHARED FACILITIES) uTig REFRESHMENT LOUNGE & INTERACTION & TAKEAWAY

A warm welcome Orientation, Discaver the history, Honaouring the Watch master weavers See how stories, Explore the heart Shop authentic Relax and enjoy Take a guided walk, Leave inspired,

into a living heritage maps and an motifs, tools and generations of wamen at work and feel the motifs and techniques of collaboration ~ Akwete textiles, local cuisine in a meet the community connected and

Commumnity. intredugtion to oral histories of who preserved our rhythm of tradition are recorded and warn bank, labs, certified by the beautiful courtyard and experience taking heme a
Akwete's story. aur ancesiors. heritage. eome alive. preserved. apprentice hall. ‘Women's Guild. setting. dailly life. piece of Alwete.

JOURNEY ROUTE PLAN (nov 10 scaE)

KEY EXPERIENICES

ﬁ CULTURAL IMMERSION
Engage deeply with the history,

wvales and traditions of Akwete

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Guided Tours Available
Daily

Duration: 2 - 3 Hauirs.

HANDS-ON ENGAGEMENT {1k Cperlonce)

Interact with weavers, apprentices
and artisans in res! time.

Best Time to Wisit:
All Year Round

KNOWLEDGE & LEARNING Accessible Pathways
Gain ingight into lechnigues, and Facilities

B e »

Ssymbals, materials and innavation
Group, School & Research “You don't just wisit Akwete.

Visits. Welcome You become part of our story.

3_%

AUTHENTICITY & IMPACT
Support women-ied enterprises
and take home eertified products

YOUR VISIT MAKES AN IMPACT

LEGEND
=== Visitor Route g RELAX & CONNECT . . /J
[ Buiding 7 Faci Enjoy nature, hospitallty and I
e s omd i @% at
Bl Wsterfeatire Supparts women Preserves lncal Pratest: i Promales sustai
3 weavers and euftural heritage economy and and inteflectus| touriam and global
f— Rest / S<ating Point 2 5 :
apprentices for future generations  community wellbeing property recognition

“RING WOMEN. ENRICHIN




Living
Heritage
Behind

Heritage Precinct are the
women whose knowledge,
creativity and leadership have
sustained one of Africa's most
remarkable textile traditions.

This board celebrates the
Women's Guild as custodians
of a living cultural heritage,
illustrating the intergenerational
transmission of skills, the
discipline of craftsmanship and
the enduring role of women in
shaping community identity and
economic resilience.

The precinct exists not simply
to preserve buildings or
artefacts, but to strengthen the
women whose hands continue

to weave Akwete's story into
the future.

AKWETE HERITAGE PRECINCT

THE WOMEN OF AKWETE

For generations, the women of Akwete have

woven more than beautiful textiles.

They have woven identity, resilience, culture

and cemmunity into every thread.

The Heritage Precinct exists to support,

strengthen and celebrate their extraordinary legacy.

Honouring the Women. Preserving the Knowledge. Weaving the Future.

.

“Our hands carry the memory of our
mothers. Our threads carry the future
af our children,”

- Chief (Mirs.) Comfort Mwokacha
Master Weaver, Akwete Women's Guild

THE PROCESS: FROM FIBRE TO FABRIC

DESIGM COLLABORATION EXPORT QUALITY
Preserving auchenticity. Creating oppartunities. Reaching global markets.

OUR STORY. OUR STRENGTH.

From the elder who holds the patterns in her memory, to the apprentice who learns with patience and pride,
the Akwete Women's Guild is a living chain of knowledge, creativity and leadership.

F > S“
NSPY
5 e CULTURAL WOMEN"S COMMUNITY ECOMOMIC SUSTAINABLE LIVING GLOBAL CRAFT
TRADITIONAL WOMEN'S GUILD MASTER WEAVERS APPRENTICES DOCUMENTATION CERTIFICATION GLOBAL CONTINUITY LEADERSHIP IDENTITY EMPOWERMENT LIVELIHOODS HERITAGE EXCELLENCE
KNOWLEDGE A callective of women Experts whe carry the Young women lear thraugh Patterns, stories and Authentic Akwete RECOGNITION Safeguarding our Women lead, Weweave bonds  We create value, | Respecting pecple, | Ourcraft evolves Excellence in
Ancient techniques and united to protect and memery of pattems, ip, i hniques recorded certified to protect our Akwete textiles baliofs, symbols  decide anddrive  that strengthen income and planet and while our walues craftsmanship.
symbols passed down promate our eraft. meanings and methods. and dedicated practice. for future generations. heritage and brand. celebrated across and traditions. our firture U COMMURITY: oppartunities. TESQUICES, remain. Pride in our origina.
through generations. Nigeria and the world.

The greatest asset of A s not its buildings, OB N AT SRS

but the women whose knowledge has transformed ; e o i
thread into identity for generations.” 5




i ¥ W B #

Women-led Sustainable Passive Cooling Community Tradition
Cooperative Design & Natural Light Ownership Meets Innovation

The Shared AKWETE CENTRAL SHARED COMMONS

INFRASTRUCTURE WE SHARE. HERITAGE WE PRESERVE.

Heart of a Living .o
Heritage

YARN BANK % ¥ g

Sacure storage and o’ i 0Qo COOPERATIVE OFFICE &

distribution of quality ¥ 3 B o 000 MEETING ROOM DOCUMENTATION
cotton, silk and yarns ! APPRENTICE HALL i, STUDIO i
at subsidized rates

CERTIFICATION LAB < - g ) K
Quality control, K S — L R I==3 3 G ¢ ] 1 2 = Family Weaving Shared Commons .
Rl P = s 2 | ! I [ E 8 “ = Compounds (You are here)

authenticity < ’ = - . ¥ = =
verification % == = - e — - 1} ; - Visitor Precinel

At the centre of the Akwete Heritage
District stands the Weaver's Commons—
a shared institution created by and for the
Akwete Women's Guild.

Service &

0 . Logistics
DOCUMENTATION / T2 ™
STUDIO PEE BRI LELIE

] !
Archiving motifs, ‘!‘1 ART ARREER
oral hiskaries, 4 |
digital design
and research

Organised around a shaded tropical
courtyard, it brings together the essential APPRENTICE HALL
services that strengthen every weaving o iz
family, including the Yarn Bank, theory and technicue
Certification Laboratory, Documentation S
Studio, Apprentice Hall, Cooperative

Offices and Dispatch Centre.

COOPERATIVE OFFICE g §
& MEETING ROOM ) I i —— =T LOGISTE—FE;
Administration, = e o] . - ; . - - — 7 ‘,'f T

planning, and i v 3 8 ol i
EOVEmance
Rather than replacing the traditional DISPATCH & LOGISTICS
family compounds where weaving i
continues to take place, the Commons ceordlinke
provides the collective infrastructure that YARN BANK INTERIOR
enables artisans to improve quality, S =1
preserve knowledge, develop new skills
and compete confidently in national and

international markets.

MATERIALS & DESIGN
APPROACH

W | 5ierite stone
[ TT1]
EEN & clay blocks

Timber screens
& pergolas

Thatch / metal
roofing

?b Local plants

q & shade trees

0 Raimwater
harvesting

Quality inputs. Better prices. Authenticity guaranteed. Motifs recorded. Stories preserved. Learning together. Stronger governance. From Akwete to the world. Al
Stronger livelihoods. Value protected. Herirage documented for generations. Skilts passed on. Stronger cooperative. Efficient, reliable, secure. ';_(ID.-'

It is where heritage is transformed into
opportunity through cooperation,
innovation and shared stewardship.

Selar ready
infrastructure




Honouring the
Custodians of
Knowledge

The Master Weaver's House is
the ceremonial and intellectual

heart of the Akwete Heritage
Precinct.

Dedicated to the most
distinguished women weavers
of Akwete, it honours the
custodians whose mastery,
creativity and leadership have
reserved one of Africa's oldest
iving textile traditions.

More than an exhibition space,
the House is a place of
demonstration, dialogue and
mentorship, where livin
knowledge Is celebrated,
documented and passed from

one generation to the next.

Here, tradition is not merely
remembered—it continues to

evolve through the women who
embody it.

“This house homours the
hands that have woven
Akwete into the fabric

of our identity,

14 AKWETE HERITAGE PRECINCT

THE MASTER WEAVER'SHOUSE 2 # ©® £ &

BOARD HONOURS PRESERVES INSPIRES: CONMECTS BUALDS LEGACY

HONOQURING THE CUSTODIANS OF KNOWLEDGE TMEMASTERS | KNOWLEOGE GENEAATIONS | THEWORLD  Croating aliving

: X S Custodians of Weloor archive for
The Master Weaver's House is an honorary pavilion dedicated to the most distinguished Araeition and stories, pariems Troe Bing ressatehiers smd the firture.
wormen weavers of Akwets. It is a place of respect, loarning and incpiratisn—where lving innevartion. and techniques. excallence. digntanes

knowledge is preserved, celebrated and shared with future generations.

A PLACE OF HONQUR BUILDING ELEMENTS

FLOOR PLAN [Scale 11508
Owerlooking the Heritage Plaza, k
The Master Weaver's House stands
as a symbol of respect for the
wormen whase skill and creativity
have sustained Akwete weaving

for centuries. It is a space for
intimate demanstrations, starykelling,
interviews and the preservation of
award-winning textiles and oral
histories.

@ Rocaption Sslon
Wil ng guests, dosignons
and dignitaries.

O Mastor Woaver's Loom Room
PV SEERIENNSA IBOm
and tnaching space.

@ Stocylelling & Interviaw Room
gl Bigtmres, commrations
and media reconding.

© Galiory of Mastorpieces
Amardraiecing vesties aod
histosic works.

SITE LOCATION

Plsend at the sdge of the
Heritape Piars as a foesl
poink of reverance.

@ Archive B Seudy Room
Teecite archive, posearch
and documeniation

© Private Courtyoed
A cornomplathe couryard
with feature troe and water.

@ veranas !
Transtion spsce fos toection e
and informal gu therings.

O Hortage Centre
© Heitage Flaza
O Menumans o Wemen Weavers
10 Mostar Wieover's Hoesa (Thés Buiiing)
B Weovars Cammane
O Produciion Wiage

STORYTELLING & INTERVIEW ROOM
Recording mamesies, lessans and
wisdom for generations 1o come.

REGEPTION SALON
Adignified weicome in a setting
of warmth and heritage.

MASTER WEAVER'S LOOM ROGM
The heart of the house—whers the
Muctor domonstrates and teachos.

GALLERY OF MASTERPIECES
Celebrating award-winning lextiles
and the evolution of design.

ARGHIVE & STUDY RODM
A place for research, documentation
and pattem prosenvation.

P RIVATE GOURTYARD
A tranqull courtysrd shaded by
the sificotton tree.

LANDSCAPE PLAN (Scale 1:300}

MATERIAL PALETT

@ Sa-Coton Tree (Central Femtura)
© Refiecting Fosl
© Stone Seating Area

The silk-cotton trea

s symbol of strengih,

i genercaty and continsity.
O Foogrnt & Medicinal Garden ot
> © Scutpuural Fatsway s P s
LATERITE CARVED TERRACOTTA POLISHED BROMZE WOVEN AKWETE  STONE PAVING BANBOO © Low Shrub & Groundcaver shadas th storiss
STONE HARDWOOD ROOF TILE LATERITE FLOCR PETAILS: CEILING PANELS SCREENS

@ Heritage Plaza View Axis. that will live forever.
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